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1. IN AN EDITORIAL COMMENT ON GULF OF GUAYAQUIL BIDDING AND 
FAILURE OF ADA TO SEEK QUALIFICATION, QUITO DAILY EL COMERCIO 
SAYS THE FOLLOWING: 

IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE PROCESS OF QUALIFICATION OF FIRMS 
MAY TAKE SOME TWO WEEKS WITH THE PRESENTATION OF BIDS ONE 
MONTH THEREAFTER. THE CONTRACTS MAY POSSIBLY BE SIGNED BY 
THE END OF THE YEAR, AND THIS WILL BE A SIGNIFICANT EVENT 
IN THE NATION'S SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. IT STRIKES 
OUR ATTENTION, HOWEVER, THAT THE ADA FIRM DID NOT PARTICIPATE 
IN THE REGISTRATION FOR QUALIFICATION. THE CONSORTIUM CLAIMED 
TO HAVE INVESTED SOME 26 MILLION DOLLARS IN PROSPECTING AND 
EXPLORATION IN THE GULF, AND IT HAD BEEN MENTIONED THAT IF 
THE FIRM WAS INTERESTED IN RESUMING ITS ACTIVITIES IN BLOCK 
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WITH IT BY RECOGNIZING THE INVESTMENTS MADE, WHICH WOULD 
HAVE TO BE ACCURATELY COMPUTED BY A DETAILED AUDIT. 

ADA. IT IS APPARENT, HAS GIVEN UP ON RETURNING TO THE 
COUNTRY. THE INTER-MINISTERIAL COMMISSION, JOINED BY 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, WILL HAVE TO DETERMINE THE EXACT 
AMOUNT OF THE INVESTMENTS TO NEGOTIATE THEIR REFUND. 
NATURALLY, THE COMPANY THAT WISHES TO CARRY FORWARD THE 
WORK IN BLOCK ELEVEN WILL HAVE TO SIGN A SPECIAL 
CONTRACT WITH CEPE. INASMUCH AS EXPENSES ALREADY INCURRED 
THERE LED TO DETERMINING THE EXISTENCE OF HYDROCARBONS 
DEPOSITS. SAID INVESTMENTS WILL HAVE TO BE RECOGNIZED 
IN SUBSEQUENT NEGOTIATIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT WITH ADA. 

2. COMMENT: IT MAY BE NOTED THAT THE 

INFLUENTIAL EL COMERCIO TAKES IT AS UNQUESTIONED THAT 
THE GOE WILL COMPENSATE ADA. 

BREWSTER 
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